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1. Introduction

11

1.2

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report sets out how Field Knocknagael Ltd (“Field”)
conducted a programme of public consultation stakeholder engagement with regards to its
proposal for a battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure, Field
Knocknagael (“the Proposed Development”) on land east of Achvraid Farm, Essich, south of
Inverness, IV2 6A) (“the Site”).

This document provides an overview of the consultation programme, the feedback received, and
how the feedback received has been incorporated into the Proposed Development.

Summary of Consultation

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Field began consultation by submitting a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to The Highland
Council on 28 March 2024. It is noted that applications made under section 36 of the Electricity
Act 1989 to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) are not subject to the same statutory requirements
set by the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (TCPA) and the Town and Country
Planning (Pre-Application Consultation (Scotland) Regulations 2021. The Highland Council (THC)
nevertheless recommends that applicants follow the TCPA PoAN process to ensure interested
parties are given appropriate time and notice to input into the planning process.

Field also carried out a programme of public consultation in line with the recommendations set
out in Section 3.2 of the Energy Consents Unit’s (ECU) Good Practice Guidance for Applications
under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the ECU Guidance), as well as the Scottish
Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010: community engagement.

A suite of consultation material was prepared for the Proposed Development, including
information brochures, a website, newspaper advertisements and information boards, all of
which are presented in this document.

Two in-person public consultation events were held at Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness V2
6TR; from 2pm-7pm on Tuesday 30" April 2024 and Tuesday 28" May 2024.

Approach to Consultation

1.7

1.8

19

Alpaca Communications was appointed by Field to assist with the pre-application public
consultation on the Proposed Development. Alpaca Communications is a specialist public
consultation agency with broad expertise in advising on and implementing consultation
programmes for both private and public-sector clients.

Field recognises the importance of early public consultation to ensure local community
perspectives are considered in project planning and design. By proactively seeking feedback in the
pre-application stage, Field has been able to adapt its proposal to address the concerns of the
local community where possible.

Field’s programme of public consultation ensures the final planning application has been
underpinned and informed by an inclusive and thorough consultation process. Field is also
committed to continued engagement as the development progresses and after the planning
application has been lodged.
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2. Policy Guidance

2.1 In designing its programme for consultation, Field has adhered to the recommendations set out
in Section 3 of the ECU Guidance and the Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN)
3/2010: community engagement.

2.2 In relation to the ECU Guidance, the following recommendations have been followed:

e Holding at least two public consultation events prior to submitting the application, with the
final public event held at least 14 days after the first public event.
e Publishing on Field Knocknagael’s website and in a local newspaper notice of each event at
least seven days beforehand, and which contained the following:
o Adescription of, and the location of, the Proposed Development;
o Details as to where further information may be obtained concerning the Proposed
Development;
o The date and place of the public event;
o A statement explaining how, and by when, persons wishing to make comments to
Field relating to the proposal may do so; and
o A statement that comments made to Field are not representations to the Scottish
Ministers and if Field submits an application there will be an opportunity to make
representations on that application to the Scottish Ministers.
e Preparation of this Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report

2.3 In accordance with PAN 3/2010, Field has adopted a positive approach to engagement which met
the following key aims:

e Community engagement must be meaningful and proportionate.

e Community engagement must happen at an early stage to influence the shape of plans and
proposals.

e Itis essential for people or interest groups to get involved in the preparation of
development plans as this is where decisions on the strategy, for growth or protection, are
made.
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3. Scheme Overview

3.1 The Proposed Development is on land to the east of Achvraid Farm, Essich, south of Inverness, IV2
6AJ. The site location can be found below in Figure 1.

3.2 The Proposed Development principally comprises the construction and operation of a battery
energy storage system (BESS) with a capacity of up to 200 megawatts (MW). The Proposed
Development would charge and discharge from the electricity transmission network via the
adjacent, existing Knocknagael substation.

3.3 Whilst the exact battery specifications are still to be determined and will be confirmed as part of
the detailed design stage during pre-construction, the principal components of the Proposed
Development that form the application for planning consent include:

June 2024

Two BESS compounds, each comprising:
o Individual battery storage units arranged into rows / strings.
o MV skids (one per battery string), each of which houses two power conversion
system (PCS) units and one medium-voltage transformer.
o Ancillary infrastructure including low-voltage cabinets, auxiliary transformers
and underground ducting and cabling.
A high-voltage substation compound comprising:
o Two high-voltage grid transformers
o Auxiliary transformers and low-voltage distribution infrastructure
o An on-site substation building, comprising a control room, high voltage switch
room and welfare facilities.
3-4 m high acoustic barriers around noise emitting equipment or 3 m high palisade
security fencing in areas where noise mitigation is not required.
Cut and fill / earthworks and foundational civil structures to create level compounds
upon which the batteries, substation and other ancillary structures will be located.
An underground 132 kV grid connection cable between the substation compound and
Knocknagael substation.
Access arrangements, including two site access points along the site’s eastern boundary,
parking spaces and 5-metre-wide internal access tracks throughout the stie.
Stockproof fencing around the perimeter of the site.
CCTV and lighting columns across the battery and substation compounds.
Drainage infrastructure, including two attenuation ponds.
Landscape and biodiversity mitigation and enhancement, including earth bunds along
the site’s northern and eastern boundaries.
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Scaniport

Figure 1: Site location Plan

June 2024 5



Field Knocknagael
Pre-Application Consultation Report

4. The Consultation
Consultation Aims
4.1 The aims of the consultation were as follows:

e To work with local stakeholders and residents from an early stage of the Project design to
provide them the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Development;

e To ensure the local community had the opportunity to give feedback on the proposals;

e Toraise awareness of the Proposed Development within the local community and to gain their
valuable insight based on their local knowledge;

e To gain a firm understanding of the key issues affecting the local community;

e To provide feedback to the local community based on their comments and concerns; and

e Toinclude their feedback within the final Project design, as far as reasonably practicable.

Consultation Overview

4.2 Consultation on the Proposed Development began on 28" March 2024, when Field submitted a
PoAN for the Proposed Development to The Highland Council (Appendix 1).

4.3 Field engaged with the site and neighbouring community councils: Dores and Essich CC, Lochardil
and Drummond CC, Slackbuie CC, Inverness West CC, and Strathnairn CC, with an invitation to the
events, copy of the brochure, and offer of a meeting on 16 April 2024.

4.4 Field also engaged with the local Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey MP Drew Hendry, as
well as the Inverness and Nairn MSP Fergus Ewing and the Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP
Kate Forbes on 16 April 2024. All three were offered a briefing and invited to the consultation
events.

4.5 Alongside the community councils and local MPs and MSPs, Field also contacted site ward
councillors (Inverness Ness-Side Ward) and neighbouring ward councillors (Aird and Loch Ness
Ward) on 16t April 2024 with a copy of the brochure, invitation to the public consultation events,
and an offer of a personal briefing (Appendix 2).

4.6 Members of the Highland Council Leadership Team were also invited to the events, including the
Leader of the Council, the Chair of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee, and the Chair of
the Climate Change Committee (Appendix 2).

4.7 A representative of Ariane Burgess MSP responded to the invitation offering to share the
consultation dates on Ariane’s social media, as did Cllr David Fraser. A representative of Tim Eagle
MSP and ClIr Chris Ballance also responded to confirm receipt of the invitation.

4.8 A website for the Proposed Development (Appendix 3) was created, which can be accessed at the
following address: www.fieldknocknagael.co.uk. The website includes an overview of the
Proposed Development, details of consultation events, copies of all brochures and information
boards that were available at the consultation events for those that could not attend, a contact
email address and feedback form.

4.9 A brochure and invitation (Appendix 4) were sent out on 16" April 2024 to 490 addresses (see
Appendix 5 for postal distribution area) inviting them to the two public consultation events on
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Tuesday 30t April 2024 and Tuesday 28™ May 2024 at Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR

from 2pm-7pm.
Field advertised the public consultation events in a local newspaper (Appendix 6). The first

4.10
public consultation event was advertised in the Inverness Courier on the 19% April 2024. The
second public consultation event was advertised in the Inverness Courier on the 17t May 2024.

Attendees were made aware that pre-application consultation does not remove their right or

the potential need to comment on the final application once it is made to the planning authority.

4.11
Attendees were informed that details of how to comment on the final application would be made

available via the project website.

First Public Consultation Event
The first public consultation event was held on Tuesday 30t™ April 2024 at Dores Village Hall,

Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR from 2pm-7pm. Nine display boards were presented, including

4.12
information about Field, an indicative site plan and information about the assessments being

undertaken to inform the planning application (see Appendix 7).

The first consultation event was scheduled to take place early in the development

4.13
programme, ahead of technical assessments and a Field defining a fixed layout so that

stakeholders could have a meaningful input into the design.
Figure 2 below shows a copy of the simple layout which was presented on the information
boards. A detailed layout plan was also presented for discussion in A3 printed format.

®

4.14

Essich Rq

Indicative cable
route into the
substation

‘Construction:
Compouad ‘ACcess
.

E SSig, ) Rd

Figure 2: Simple layout presented at the first Public Consultation Event
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4.15  Atotal of 15 people attended the first consultation event.
4,16  The feedback at the first consultation event can be summarised as follows:

e Positive feedback regarding Field’s long-term role in acquiring, developing, and
maintaining the proposal;

e Positive feedback regarding the site of the Proposed Development and its proximity to
the existing Knocknagael substation;

e Concerns about Field’s previous experience constructing battery projects;

e Interest and queries about broader community benefits;

e Concerns about safety and fire risk;

e Concerns about noise, particularly for residents to the west of the site;

e Concerns about visual impacts from the proposal; and

e Concerns over traffic/road conditions

Second Public Consultation Event

4,17  The second public consultation event was held on Tuesday 28" May 2024 at Dores Village
Hall, from 2pm-7pm.

4.18  All political stakeholders (Appendix 2) were contacted again on 23 May 2024 to invite them
to the second consultation event. ClIr Jackie Hendry and Tim Eagle MSP responded to inform Field
they were unable to attend. Dores and Essich Community Council also responded to confirm
receipt of the invitation.

4.19 Inresponse to the feedback received at the first consultation event, additional display boards
were presented at the second event (Appendix 8). These additional boards included 4 new boards
with information which had been requested at the first consultation event, as well as an updated
layout board (replacing the one presented at the first event). An updated FAQ board was also
produced to replace that presented at the first event, alongside one new additional FAQ board.
These updates highlighted the design changes which had been made to the application following
design progression, ongoing engagement with relevant authorities, as well as the feedback
received at the first consultation event.

4.20 In summary, these additional boards included:

e Field's construction experience in the Highlands at Field Auchteraw, and Field’s further
experience managing battery sites at Field Oldham and Field Gerrards Cross;

e Fire safety management of battery energy storage systems;

e Updated FAQs regarding the need for battery energy storage systems, how these help
Scotland, how noise is assessed and managed, and site security;

e What Field’s batteries will look like, including a detailed Landscaping Plan; and

e How Field will manage the construction process, including preferred vehicle routing and
details of the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and the Construction
Traffic Management Plan (CTMP).

4.21  Atotal of 7 people attended the second consultation event.

4.22 The feedback at the second consultation event can be summarised as follows:
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e Questions and concerns raised on visual impact for nearby receptors;

e Questions and concerns raised on traffic impacts on pedestrians and cyclists;

e Questions raised over planning process and consent regime compared to
residential/commercial development in the area under TCPA process.

Figure 3: Landscaping Plan presented at the second Public Consultation Event

June 2024 9



Field Knocknagael

Pre-Application Consultation Report

5. Consultation Feedback

Feedback forms and online questionnaire

5.1 Two completed feedback forms were received from attendees following the events. The results
are presented below.

5.2 The feedback form included two multiple choice tick box questions and a space for additional

comments.

Question one: Has this brochure been helpful in understanding our proposal?

Question two: With regards to the proposals you have read about within this brochure, are you:

YES

NO NO ANSWER

0 0

IN FAVOUR

IN OBJECTION

OF NO OPINION

1

1

0

Question three: Additional comments

5.3 Both feedback forms contained additional comments. Appendix 9 contains those comments in
full, in addition to Field’s response.

5.4 Overall feedback was mixed, with both respondents finding the brochure and information
provided on the proposals to be useful. One respondent was in favour of the proposal, citing the
‘right’ location in proximity to the substation, while one respondent was in opposition to the
proposal due to ‘not enough compensation’ for local residents.

Summary of feedback and Field’s response

5.5 Feedback received during the consultation process for the Proposed Development has provided

Field with an understanding of the key concerns of the local community. The key issues raised
and a summary of how Field has addressed these issues is provided below.

Key Issues Raised

Response

Concerns about
noise, particularly
for residents to
the west of the
site

be met.

Field has undertaken detailed noise modelling to identify the level of potential
noise impacts associated with the Proposed Development. This has included
engagement with The Highland Council’s Environmental Health Officer (EHO)
to agree suitable noise levels to ensure no adverse impacts. To respond to
concerns from neighbours along the site’s western boundary, 4-metre-high
acoustic barriers are proposed around the western BESS compound and the
high voltage transformers to further reduce noise impacts. Following this
mitigation, the required noise levels for the site, as agreed with the EHO can

June 2024
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Concerns about
whether Field has
appropriate
experience
constructing BESS
assets

Field prepared an information board for the second event which provided an
overview of Field’s experience in the Highlands, including the construction of
their 50 MW battery near Fort Augustus. The information board also provided
an overview of Field’s operational assets in Oldham and Gerrards Cross.

Concerns about
visual impacts
from the proposal

Field prepared a landscaping plan to be presented at the second consultation
event. In response to the concerns of the residents to the west of the Proposed
Development, dense landscaping treatments have been proposed along the
site's western boundary to further reduce visual impact for nearby residential
receptors.

A simple, linear landscaping bund was presented at the first event. Following
feedback, further design work was undertaken to improve the articulation of
the landscaping bund so that it better aligns with the existing landform,
including the proposed planting of native trees and scrub.

A second bund, including native planting, is also proposed along the eastern
boundary to screen views from the road, following feedback about the use of
Biorraid Road by cyclists.

Concerns about
construction
traffic and
impacts of
construction on
road conditions

At the second event, an additional information board was presented which
outlined the proposed construction route and detailed how Field will manage
and mitigate construction-related impacts through the preparation of an
Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan and Construction
Environmental Management Plan.

The CTMP will include requirements for pre-construction surveys of the
existing road network to assess its suitability to accommodate construction
traffic, detail any improvements that may be necessary, and measures to
ensure the road is re-instated to a suitable condition following construction.

Questions about
the need for
batteries and the
associated
economics

Field provided new FAQs at the second consultation event about the need for
battery energy storage systems and how these help Scotland’s energy security.

Field was also able to answer questions about the role of batteries within the
broader electricity market, including the storage of renewable energy and the
provision of voltage support functions.

In response to these queries, Field has undertaken further work to provide a
robust and comprehensive ‘Needs Case’ section within the Planning
Statement.

Concerns about
the risks of fire

In response to these concerns, Field provided an additional information board
about fire safety at the second public consultation event. This outlined the fire

and safety safety measures integrated into battery specifications and design and
management emergency response measures, all of which would be implemented in
measures accordance with an approved Battery Safety Management Plan.
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Concerns about In response to these concerns, an additional FAQ was added to the information
site security and boards for the second consultation event which identifies security

lighting management measures, including CCTV, 24/7 monitoring, and security
fencing.

In response to further concerns about the amenity impacts of security lighting,
additional information will be included within the planning application
regarding the location and height of lighting columns and operational
measures to ensure lighting does not impact surrounding residents.

6. Conclusion

6.1 Overall feedback was mixed, with both respondents finding the brochure and information
provided on the proposals to be useful. One respondent was in favour of the proposal, citing the
‘right’ location in proximity to the substation, while one respondent was in opposition to the
proposal due to ‘not enough compensation’ for local residents.

6.2 Field ensured that the concerns and questions of the local community were addressed through
the provision of additional information at the second consultation event, as well as detailing
further on the ongoing impact assessments in areas of concern.

6.3 Figure 4 below reflects the final layout plan that will accompany the planning application, which
has been informed by feedback received during the pre-application consultation process.

Figure 4: Final Site Layout Plan
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7. Appendices
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Appendix 1: Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN)

v The Highland

y\/\ A PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE
W Gaidhealtachd MOLADH BRATH IARRTAIS

The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended by the Planning Etc.
(Scotland) Act 2006 and Planning (Scotland) Act 2019

Town and Country Planning (Pre-Application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2021

The Council will respond within 21 days of validation the Notice. It will advise whether the
proposed Pre-application Consultation is satisfactory or if additional notification and consultation
above the statutory minimum is required.

Please note that a planning application for this proposed development cannot be submitted less
than 12 weeks from the date the Proposal of Application Notice is received by the Council and
without the statutory consultation requirements having been undertaken. The planning
application must be accompanied by a Pre-application consultation report.

The Proposal of Application Notice will be valid for a period of 18 months from the date of
validation of the notice by the Council.

Data Protection

Your personal data will be managed in compliance with the Data Protection legislation. You

can read our privacy notice for planning related certificates on the Council's website at:

https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory record/1052173/planning applications consents and
notice of review

X1 have read and understood the privacy notice.

Contact Details

Applicant | Field Knocknagael Limited Agent David Bell Planning Ltd
Address c/o Agent Address

Phone c/o Agent Phone

Email c/o Agent Email

Address or Location of Proposed Development
Land generally at Essich, Invemess, 1V2 6AJ

’ Description of Development

June 2024



Field Knocknagael

Pre-Application Consultation Report

Construction and operation of Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) of up to 200 MW with
associated infrastructure (including cable route to substation), access and ancillary works
(including landscaping and biodiversity enhancement).

(Section 36 application to Energy Consents Unit (ECU))

Pre-application Screening Notice

Has a Screening Opinion been issued on the need for a Proposal of Application notice by
the Highland Council in respect of the proposed development?

If yes, please provide a copy of this Opinion.

CYes [ ®No

Community Consultation
State which other parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Notice.

Community Council/s Date Notice Served
Dores and Essich Community Council 28th March 2024
[Neighbouring:

Lochardil and Drummond Community

Council

Slackbuie Community Council
Inverness West Community Council
Strathnairn Community Council]

Local Elected Members Date Notice Served

CliIr Alasdair Christie 28th March 2024
Clir Jackie Hendry
Clir Andrew Mackintosh

[Neighbouring:

Clir Chris Ballance
Clir Helen Crawford
Clir David Fraser
Clir Emma Knox]

Members of Scottish Parliament and | Date Notice Served
Members of Parliament

Drew Hendry MP 28th March 2024

Fergus Ewing MSP
Kate Forbes MSP
Douglas Ross MSP
Edward Mountain MSP
Rhoda Grant MSP
Tim Eagle MSP

June 2024
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Ariane Burgess MSP
Jamie Halcro Johnston MSP
Emma Roddick MSP

Names / details of other parties

Date Notice Served

N/A

N/A

Details of Proposed Consultation

Proposed Public Event 1

Venue

Date and Time

Proposed Public Event 2

(at least 14 days after Public
Event 1)

Dores Village Hall, Dores,
Inverness, IV2 5TR

Venue

30 April 2024
14:00 - 19:00

. Date and Time

Dores Village Hall, Dores, | 28 May 2024
Inverness, IV2 5TR 14:00 — 19:00
Publication of Event
Newspaper Advert Name of Newspaper Advert Date
Inverness Courier Week commencing
15 April 2024

Details of any other consultation methods (date, time and with whom)

15 April 2024)

« Consultation brochure drop to all properties within 2 km of the site (week commencing

« Project website (URL TBC). This will be included on the consultation brochure
+ Meetings with Community Council (date to be agreed with Community Council)

[soree | I

‘ Date ‘ 28/03/2024
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Appendix 2: List of stakeholders contacted

Clir Raymond Bremner

Leader of the Council

Cllr Ken Gowans

Chair, Economy and Infrastructure Committee

ClIr Karl Rosie

Chair, Climate Change Committee

Cllr Alasdair Christie

Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward)

ClIr Jackie Hendry

Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward)

Cllr Andrew Mackintosh

Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward)

Cllr Chris Ballance

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch
Ness Ward)

Cllr Helen Crawford

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch
Ness Ward)

ClIr David Fraser

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch
Ness Ward)

Cllr Emma Knox

Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch
Ness Ward)

Drew Hendry

Site  MP (Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and
Strathspey)

Fergus Ewing

Site MSP (Inverness and Nairn)

Kate Forbes

Neighbouring MSP (Skye, Lochaber and

Badenoch)

Douglas Ross

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Edward Mountain

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Rhoda Grant

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Tim Eagle

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Ariane Burgess

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Jamie Halcro Johnston

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Emma Roddick

Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands)

Dores and Essich Community Council

Site Community Council

Lochardil and Drummond Community Council

Neighbouring Community Council

Slackbuie Community Council

Neighbouring Community Council

Inverness West Community Council

Neighbouring Community Council

Strathnairn Community Council

Neighbouring Community Council

June 2024
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Appendix 3: Field Knocknagael Website
Home Page

FFIELD
KNOC

KNAGAEL Home Proposal Public Consultation FAQs

Documents Contact

Field builds and operates large batteries which store energy
to help create a greener, more stable electricity grid.

We'd like to build one of these batteries, Field Knocknagael, on land to the south-west of

Knocknagael Substation.

Providing up to 200 MW of electricity to create a greener & more stable grid.

Thank you to all who attended our public consultation events at Dores Village Hall on
Tuesday 30th April and Tuesday 28th May. The boards presented at these events are
available for download under the Documents tab.

Why do we need big batteries?

To reach net zero, increase energy security and help reduce
energy bills, we need to store renewable energy and improve
the electricity grid’s stability and reliability.

Our batteries are designed to fill gaps in the UK’s
electricity supply by charging up when renewable
energy is being produced (such as on windy or sunny
days) and discharging energy back into the grid when
needed (e.g. when the wind isn’t blowing, the sun isn’t
shining, or we aren’t able to import energy from
elsewhere). This ensures plenty of energy is available for
people to make their morning cuppa, even on a calm,
overcast winter’s day.

These batteries work a lot like the batteries you use at
home, only instead of using our batteries to power a
torch or TV remote, we operate large, ‘grid scale’
batteries. This means we can rely more on renewable
energy and less on expensive fossil fuels to provide
electricity to thousands of homes and businesses.

Batteries are also very good at keeping the grid stable,
by maintaining a constant and predictable supply of
electricity to the grid, at the right frequency.

Changes in the supply and demand of electricity on the
network create changes in this electrical frequency. This
needs to be closely monitored, as if frequency is too
high or too low, the network cannot operate properly.
Field Knocknagael will help to keep this frequency at the
right level, which in turn helps reduce the chances of
network disruptions or blackouts.

Home

Proposal

Public Consultation
FAQs

Documents

Contact

Copyright 2024, Field Knocknagael Ltd T/A Field (CN: 16249773) www field energy

June 2024
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Proposal Page

;I\’I:(I)%ENA AE Home  Proposal  Public Consultation ~ FAQs  Documents  Contact

PROPOSAL

Lagnalean

AR
.

Scaniport

£

Field Knocknagael would be located directly adjacent to the
existing Knocknagael substation. The built infrastructure
(batteries, cables, access tracks etc.) is proposed to cover an
area of approximately 7 hectares.

We'll also provide landscaping to reduce visual impacts and biodiversity enhancements so
we are having a positive ecological effect on the land we use.

Field Knocknagael will be made up of the following components:

Battery energy storage units, Power conversion systems An on-site substation, which An underground cable

which will be used to store the (including inverters and either steps up or steps down connection to connect the

energy from the grid. transformers), which convert the voltage of the energy being battery to the existing
energy from alternating current stored. Knocknagael substation.

to direct current, so that it can be
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vehicles (including emergency
vehicles) to safely get around the

site.

stored by the batteries.

Site access tracks to allow Drainage arrangements to allow Site security, including CCTV, Landscaping to reduce visual
fencing and lighting. impacts and contribute to
biodiversity enhancement.

surface water to drain from the
site at the same rate as the
existing fields.

E Ssjch QQ’

June 2024

Essich Rq

Indicative cable
route into the
substation

Construction
Compound JAccess

Earth Transformers \
bunding and control " Knocknagael ~
room % Substation
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Working with local
communities

Qur batteries will provide huge benefits to the UK, and we take great care to
make sure this is not to the detriment of the communities that host them.

As a responsible developer and operator, listening to local communities
matters to us, as it allows us to understand and respond to local issues, and
ultimately build better battery sites.

We engage early with communities throughout the development process,
oversee the construction on-site and we're responsible for the project once
it’s in operation. We're part of communities for the long-term.
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We’re holding two public consultation events
on Tuesday 30" April and Tuesday 28" May,
2pm-7pm, at Dores Village Hall, Dores,
Inverness, IV2 6TR.
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4.0 *khk 1 review
View larger map

voumql Dores Free Church \

'Do:es Village Hall

Map data ©2024 _Terms amap error

Public Consultation
FAQGs
Documents

Contact

Copyright 2024, Field Knocknagael Ltd T/A Field (CN: 15249773) www field energy

June 2024

Privacy Policy

21



Field Knocknagael
Pre-Application Consultation Report

FAQs Page

= What makes Field a committed and responsible developer for the long term?

Many developers look to take the project to shovel- ready status - that’s securing land, grid connection and planning permission, and then sell the project on.

Field is a developer/owner/operator, which means we are responsible for the project throughout its entire lifecycle. This differentiates us from many developers
who look to take the project to shovel-ready status - that's securing land, grid connection and planning permission, and then sell the project on.

We will be working with the community during early design and development, construction, and throughout the operation of the project.

—  When will Knocknagael be built?

We will be submitting our planning application to the Energy Consents Unit in Summer 2024. If we are granted consent, we would look to start construction in
2027 and it will take about two years to complete.

= How will our local community benefit?

We're currently working with the National Schools Partnership* to deliver a ty-based prog in local schools to help students about the
work that Field is undertaking in renewable energy and energy storage, as well as encouraging and equipping young people to explore careers in STEM and
renewable energy. The Field team will work with local schools to provide information to students about how to build a career in the renewable energy sector.

*National Schools Partnership is a unique education network (run by the Brand and Social Impact Agency, We Are Futures) providing free teaching resources to
schools across the whole of the UK.

— Will the project impact local traffic?

Once operational, the battery will have minimal impact on local traffic, with only occasional visits required for maintenance. When the battery is being built,
construction traffic is managed through a Construction Traffic Management Plan. This will include details of construction traffic numbers, vehicle routing and
working hours. As with all asp of the development, we input from the local community to help reduce any impact on local roads where possible.

= Are battery energy storage sites noisy?

The main noise associated with batteries are the cooling fans, which keep the batteries from overheating. This noise level is low and the batteries are not
expected to be audible beyond the site boundary. Noise is measured against existing background noise levels and noise levels are required to meet the relevant
British Standards and World Health Organisation Noise Guidelines.

We conduct thorough noise evaluations for each site and implement various noise mitigation measures in our project plans. These measures, such as acoustic
fencing and bunding, ensure that noise impacts are acceptable at nearby sensitive locations.
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= Are the batteries safe and what safety measures will you put in place?

Large batteries are safe facilities. We work hard throughout site design, cor ) and into to ensure the safety of our sites. We would only use
batteries that have best-in-class fire safety performance and will be compliant with all relevant fire safety standards.

The batteries will be constantly monitored and in the unlikely event that a fire does occur, the facility will employ fire ) and supp! Y
systems.
We are also working with the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service to ensure suitable Cy resp P d are in place, including a Battery Fire Safety
Management Plan.
To keep our sites secure, all our projects include perimeter fencing and gated access. During operation, our sites are unmanned and CCTV is used to monitor
activities.
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Contact Page

.

Last name *

This website forms part of [ |
our pre-planning application
process.

3
:

.

i

We would be grateful if you could fill out the feedback form on this page and let us
have your contact details for the purpose of informing the project design and our
planning application.

3

For further information or to provide comments, please do not hesitate to email us at

e b co.uk

|

Field is managing this public ) process in 1 with Alpaca
Communications. Please view Alpaca Communications’ privacy policy here.
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Appendix 4: Local resident invite brochure

=

* An underground cable
connection to connect
the battery to the existing
Knocknagael substation

* Stte access tracks 1o
allow vehicles (inchuding
emergency vehicies) to
safely get around the site.

+ Drainage arrangements
to allow surface waterto |
drain from the site at the
same rate as the existing ’

fiolds.

+ Ste securtty, including
CCTV, foncing and

lighting.

+ Landscaping to reduce
visual impacts and
contribute to biodiversity

enhancement

June 2024

FFIELD

WHY DO WE NEED
BIG BATTERIES?

To reach net z6ro, increase energy security and help reduce energy bills, we need to store
renewable energy and improve the electricity grid's stabiity and rekability.

Our batteries are designed to fill gaps in the UK's electricity supply by charging up when renawable
energy Is being produced (such as on windy or sunny days) and discharging energy back into the
rid when needed (e.g. when the wind isn't blowing, the sun isn't shining, or we arerit able to import
encugh energy from elsewhere) This ensures plenty of energy is available for peaple to make their

morning cuppa, even on a caim, overcast winter's day.

These batteries work a lot like the batteries you use at home, only instead of using our batteries to
power a torch or TV remote, we operate large, ‘grid scale’ batterdes. This means we can rely more
on renewable energy and less on expensive fossi fuels to provide electricity to thousands of homes

and businesses.

Batteries are also very good at keeping the grid stable, by maintaining a constant and predictable
quency.

supply of electricity to the grid, at the right fre

Changes in the supply and demand of electricity on the network create changes in this electrical
frequency. This needs to be doseiy monitored, as if frequency is oo high of 100 low, the network
cannot will help to keep this frequency at the right level, which

in tum helps reduce the :mmn of network disruptions or blackouts.

WHAT ARE WE

PROPOSING TO BUILD

AND OPERATE?

WORKING
WITH LOCAL
COMMUNITIES

onland

Our
the UK, and we take great care 1o make
‘sure this is not to the detriment of the.

g up

operation This would

As a responsible developer and operator,
Istening to local matters

the UK reach net zero.

STORING ENERGY
IN THE HIGHLANDS

Scotiand has set a target to become net zero by 2045,
with a reduction n greenhouse gases of 76% by 2030
and 90% by 2040°. Batteries enable much greater use
of renewable energy, and therefore play an important
role in helping Scotiand reach net zero

Batteries are a vital part of how we can make the most
of renewable energy, which is why we believe that they
can play a part in Highland Council's “Future Highland®
Programme. The Highland Counci stated in thex Net
Zero Strategy (2023) that:

“The Councis *Future Highland” Programme sets out
avision of Highland, a centre for giobal renewable
energy, by capitaising on our areas of immense natural
capital to deliver aktemative energy solutions inchuding
developing solar, hydrogen, Hydro, wind and wave
solutions.”

Tl ffwww govscotpolien/clenate -change/

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

What makes Field a committed and
responsible developer for the long
term?

Many developers look to take the project to shovel-
ready status - that's securing land, grid connection and
planning permission, and then sell the project on

Fiold is a developer/owner/operator, which means we are
responsible for the projoct throughout its entire lifecycle.
This differentiates us from many developers who look to
take the project to shovel-ready status - that's securing
tand, grid connection and planning permission, and then
sell the project on.

We wil be working with the community during early
design and development, construction, and throughout
the operation of the project

together, will help for the long-term.

FIELD
KNOCKNAGAEL

Fleld Knocknagael would be located directly adjacent
10 the existing Knocknagael substation. The buitt
infrastructure (batteries, cables, access tracks etc.) is
proposed to cover an area of approximately 7 hectares

We'l aiso provide landscaping to reduce visual impacts
and biodiversity enhancements to we are having a
positive ecological effect on the land we use.

Field Knocknagael will be made up of the following
components:

* Battery energy storage units, which wil be used to
store the energy from the grid.

* Power conversion systems (including inverters and
transformers), which corvert energy from alternating
current to direct current, so that it can be stored by
the batteries.

+ An on-site substation, which either steps up or stops
down the voltage of the energy being stored.

When will Field Knocknagael be built?

We will be submitting our planning appiication to the
Energy Consents Unit in Summer 2024, If we are granted
consent, we would look to start construction in 2027 and
it wil take about two years to complete

How will our local community benefit?

We're currently working with the National Schools
Partnership* to deliver a community-based programme
inlocal schools to help educate students about the work
that Field is energy y
storage, as well as encouraging and equipping young
people to explore careers in STEM and renewable energy.
The Field team wil work with local schools to provide
Information to students about how to bulld a career in
the renewable energy sector.

*Natonal Schooks Partnership s & uique education network (run by
the Brand and Social Impact Agency. We Are Futures) proviang free
teaching resources to schodls acroes the whala of the UK
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Will the project impact local traffic?

Onc the battery will
onlocal traffic, with only occasional visits required

traffic i

Are the batteries safe and what safety
measures will you put in place?

Large batteries are safe facilities. We work hard
thvoughout site design, construction and into operation

for maintenance. When the battary i being bult
i through a

of
mmmmmuvmmmw

Are battery energy storage sites
noisy?
mmmwmnumnm-m

mm-lwwmmnmmmw

safoty of our sites. We would only use

fro safety
and wil be complant with all relevant fre safety
standards.

The batteries will be constantly monitored and in the
unlikely event that a fire does occur, the facility wil
employ automatic fire detection and suppression
systems.

‘We are also working with the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service to ensure suitable emergency response
in place, including a Y Yy

be y
against [k
meet th
World Health Organisation Noise Guidelines.

and

We conduct thorough noise evaluations for each site
and impiement various noise mitigation measures in our
project plans. These measures, such as acoustic fencing
ensure that noise i
at nearby sensitive locations.

15043343,
7
343N 0104

Bureis 50 SSBIDPE JOUL e POSL 3 UOP NOA ‘JUL B} UO UL
pu A g

LT

June 2024

JOIN US AT OUR PUBLIC

Plan,

To keep our sites secure, all our projects include
perimeter fencing and gated access. During operation,
our sites are unmanned and CCTV is used to monitor
activities.

1sodaady

Q3LIWIT SNOTLYOIINNWWOD VIVdIY

FEEDBACK FORM

Toreturn your completed feedback form please tear it from the brochue and pop i in the post by Friday 7th June
2024. Alternatively, you can return your form vi

Title: Name:
Address: Postcode:
Emat: Telephone:

1 Has this brochure been helpful in understanding our proposal? Q Yes O No O Not sure
2. With regards to the proposais you have read about within this leafiet, are you:
Q In favour O In objection Q Of no opinion

3 Please use this space to provide any comments on the proposal. We would welcome your feedback on all
aspects of the emerging design shown in the brochure.
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Appendix 5: Local resident invite brochure distribution area

o

A brochure and invite (Appendix 4) for the public consultation event was sent out on 16 April 2024
to 590 addresses.

Appendix 6: Public consultation event newspaper adverts

Join us at out public consultation events on
30th April and Tuesday 28th May
2pm-7pm

Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR

The advert above was posted in the Inverness Courier on the 19t April 2024.
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Join us at out public consultation event on
Tuesday 28th May | 2pm-7pm

Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR

The advert above was posted in the Inverness Courier on the 17" May 2024.

June 2024
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Appendix 7: First consultation event boards

FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

FFIELD

WHAT ARE WE PROPOSING
TO BUILD AND OPERATE?
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FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

FFIELD

STORING ENERGY
IN THE HIGHLANDS

FFIELD

INDICATIVE
TIMELINE

May 2024
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Summer 2024

FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

Early 2025
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Appendix 8: Second consultation event boards

The boards below were presented at the second event, and include a number presented at the first

event (Appendix 7).

FFIELD

FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE ‘
|

WHAT ARE WE PROPOSING
TO BUILD AND OPERATE?

wecrety gna.

e

FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

FFIELD

INDICATIVE
TIMELINE

June 2024

Summer 2024
Early 2025

2027 on

June 2024

STORING ENERGY WHY DO WE NEED
IN THE HIGHLANDS BIG BATTERIES?

‘orergy back reo the grid when neoded (09
e s et

ey

e MOITNG CUEO. even on 8 CAm, overcast
wrtors day
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HAPPENS NEXT?

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
o .
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FFIELD

WORKING WITH
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COMMUNITY BENEFITS

WHY WE'RE DOING IT

WHEN WILL IT LAUNCH?

FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

FFIELD

HOW WE'LL MANAGE THE
CONSTRUCTION PROCESS

Gargmon 10 looa conmrurites and roads.
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FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE

FFIELD

FIRE SAFETY
MANAGEMENT

FFIELD
OUR OTHER
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[FIELD KNOCKNAGAEL BATTERY STORAGE
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Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form question 3 and

Applicant’s response.

COMMENTS RECEIVED

APPLICANT’S RESPONSE

The company taking the project from cradle to
grave is a massive plus. The location is where these
projects should be.

Field thanks the respondent for their comment.

Not enough compensation to local community for
extra traffic, environmental impact, offsetting CO2
on construction, wildlife etc

While community benefit is not considered a
material planning consideration, Field are
currently working with the National Schools
Partnership to deliver a community-based
programme in local schools to educate students
about the work that varying jobs that exist in
renewable energy, as well as encouraging and
equipping young people to explore careers in
these sectors.

To maximise benefits for the local area, Field
will continue to work closely with residents and
its key stakeholders to understand the specific
needs and priorities of the community in
relation to skills and education to ensure the
schools programme is meaningful, impactful
and relevant to the local community.

Itis also noted that potential impacts relating to
transport and the environment will be managed
via an approved Construction Traffic
Management Plan and Construction
Environment Management Plan; and measures
will be in place to ensure local biodiversity
quality is enhanced in the long-term.

June 2024

32




	• Appendix 1: Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN)
	• Appendix 2: List of contacted stakeholders
	• Appendix 3: Field Knocknagael website
	• Appendix 4: Local resident invite brochure
	• Appendix 5: Local resident invite brochure distribution area
	• Appendix 6: Public consultation event newspaper adverts
	• Appendix 7: First consultation event boards
	• Appendix 8: Second consultation event boards
	• Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form and Applicant’s response
	Appendix 3: Field Knocknagael Website
	Home Page
	Proposal Page
	Public Consultation Page
	FAQs Page
	Documents Page
	Contact Page
	Appendix 6: Public consultation event newspaper adverts
	Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form question 3 and Applicant’s response.



