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1. Introduction 

 
1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report sets out how Field Knocknagael Ltd (“Field”) 

conducted a programme of public consultation stakeholder engagement with regards to its 

proposal for a battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure, Field 

Knocknagael (“the Proposed Development”) on land east of Achvraid Farm, Essich, south of 

Inverness, IV2 6AJ (“the Site”).  

 

1.2 This document provides an overview of the consultation programme, the feedback received, and 

how the feedback received has been incorporated into the Proposed Development. 

 

Summary of Consultation 

 

1.3 Field began consultation by submitting a Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) to The Highland 

Council on 28 March 2024. It is noted that applications made under section 36 of the Electricity 

Act 1989 to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) are not subject to the same statutory requirements 

set by the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (TCPA) and the Town and Country 

Planning (Pre-Application Consultation (Scotland) Regulations 2021. The Highland Council (THC) 

nevertheless recommends that applicants follow the TCPA PoAN process to ensure interested 

parties are given appropriate time and notice to input into the planning process. 

 
1.4 Field also carried out a programme of public consultation in line with the recommendations set 

out in Section 3.2 of the Energy Consents Unit’s (ECU) Good Practice Guidance for Applications 

under Section 36 and 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 (the ECU Guidance), as well as the Scottish 

Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010: community engagement.  

 
1.5 A suite of consultation material was prepared for the Proposed Development, including 

information brochures, a website, newspaper advertisements and information boards, all of 
which are presented in this document. 

 
1.6 Two in-person public consultation events were held at Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness IV2 

6TR; from 2pm-7pm on Tuesday 30th April 2024 and Tuesday 28th May 2024. 
 
Approach to Consultation 
 
1.7 Alpaca Communications was appointed by Field to assist with the pre-application public 

consultation on the Proposed Development. Alpaca Communications is a specialist public 
consultation agency with broad expertise in advising on and implementing consultation 
programmes for both private and public-sector clients.  
 

1.8 Field recognises the importance of early public consultation to ensure local community 

perspectives are considered in project planning and design. By proactively seeking feedback in the 

pre-application stage, Field has been able to adapt its proposal to address the concerns of the 

local community where possible. 

 

1.9 Field’s programme of public consultation ensures the final planning application has been 

underpinned and informed by an inclusive and thorough consultation process. Field is also 

committed to continued engagement as the development progresses and after the planning 

application has been lodged. 
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2. Policy Guidance 
 
2.1 In designing its programme for consultation, Field has adhered to the recommendations set out 

in Section 3 of the ECU Guidance and the Scottish Government’s Planning Advice Note (PAN) 
3/2010: community engagement. 
 

2.2 In relation to the ECU Guidance, the following recommendations have been followed: 

 

• Holding at least two public consultation events prior to submitting the application, with the 
final public event held at least 14 days after the first public event. 

• Publishing on Field Knocknagael’s website and in a local newspaper notice of each event at 
least seven days beforehand, and which contained the following: 

o A description of, and the location of, the Proposed Development; 
o Details as to where further information may be obtained concerning the Proposed 

Development; 
o The date and place of the public event; 
o A statement explaining how, and by when, persons wishing to make comments to 

Field relating to the proposal may do so; and 
o A statement that comments made to Field are not representations to the Scottish 

Ministers and if Field submits an application there will be an opportunity to make 
representations on that application to the Scottish Ministers. 

• Preparation of this Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report 
 
2.3 In accordance with PAN 3/2010, Field has adopted a positive approach to engagement which met 

the following key aims: 

 

• Community engagement must be meaningful and proportionate.  

• Community engagement must happen at an early stage to influence the shape of plans and 
proposals.  

• It is essential for people or interest groups to get involved in the preparation of 
development plans as this is where decisions on the strategy, for growth or protection, are 
made.  
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3. Scheme Overview 

3.1 The Proposed Development is on land to the east of Achvraid Farm, Essich, south of Inverness, IV2 
6AJ. The site location can be found below in Figure 1.  
 

3.2 The Proposed Development principally comprises the construction and operation of a battery 
energy storage system (BESS) with a capacity of up to 200 megawatts (MW). The Proposed 
Development would charge and discharge from the electricity transmission network via the 
adjacent, existing Knocknagael substation.  
 

3.3 Whilst the exact battery specifications are still to be determined and will be confirmed as part of 
the detailed design stage during pre-construction, the principal components of the Proposed 
Development that form the application for planning consent include:  
 

• Two BESS compounds, each comprising:  
o Individual battery storage units arranged into rows / strings.  
o MV skids (one per battery string), each of which houses two power conversion 

system (PCS) units and one medium-voltage transformer.  
o Ancillary infrastructure including low-voltage cabinets, auxiliary transformers 

and underground ducting and cabling.  

• A high-voltage substation compound comprising:  
o Two high-voltage grid transformers   
o Auxiliary transformers and low-voltage distribution infrastructure  
o An on-site substation building, comprising a control room, high voltage switch 

room and welfare facilities.  

• 3-4 m high acoustic barriers around noise emitting equipment or 3 m high palisade 
security fencing in areas where noise mitigation is not required.  

• Cut and fill / earthworks and foundational civil structures to create level compounds 
upon which the batteries, substation and other ancillary structures will be located.  

• An underground 132 kV grid connection cable between the substation compound and 
Knocknagael substation.  

• Access arrangements, including two site access points along the site’s eastern boundary, 
parking spaces and 5-metre-wide internal access tracks throughout the stie.  

• Stockproof fencing around the perimeter of the site.  

• CCTV and lighting columns across the battery and substation compounds.  

• Drainage infrastructure, including two attenuation ponds.  

• Landscape and biodiversity mitigation and enhancement, including earth bunds along 
the site’s northern and eastern boundaries.  
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Figure 1: Site location Plan  
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4. The Consultation 
 
Consultation Aims  
 
4.1 The aims of the consultation were as follows:  

• To work with local stakeholders and residents from an early stage of the Project design to 
provide them the opportunity to comment on the Proposed Development;  

• To ensure the local community had the opportunity to give feedback on the proposals; 

• To raise awareness of the Proposed Development within the local community and to gain their 
valuable insight based on their local knowledge; 

• To gain a firm understanding of the key issues affecting the local community; 

• To provide feedback to the local community based on their comments and concerns; and  

• To include their feedback within the final Project design, as far as reasonably practicable. 

Consultation Overview  

4.2 Consultation on the Proposed Development began on 28th March 2024, when Field submitted a 
PoAN for the Proposed Development to The Highland Council (Appendix 1). 
 

4.3 Field engaged with the site and neighbouring community councils: Dores and Essich CC, Lochardil 
and Drummond CC, Slackbuie CC, Inverness West CC, and Strathnairn CC, with an invitation to the 
events, copy of the brochure, and offer of a meeting on 16th April 2024. 

 
4.4 Field also engaged with the local Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey MP Drew Hendry, as 

well as the Inverness and Nairn MSP Fergus Ewing and the Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch MSP 
Kate Forbes on 16th April 2024. All three were offered a briefing and invited to the consultation 
events.  
 

4.5 Alongside the community councils and local MPs and MSPs, Field also contacted site ward 
councillors (Inverness Ness-Side Ward) and neighbouring ward councillors (Aird and Loch Ness 
Ward) on 16th April 2024 with a copy of the brochure, invitation to the public consultation events, 
and an offer of a personal briefing (Appendix 2). 
 

4.6 Members of the Highland Council Leadership Team were also invited to the events, including the 
Leader of the Council, the Chair of the Economy and Infrastructure Committee, and the Chair of 
the Climate Change Committee (Appendix 2).  

 
4.7 A representative of Ariane Burgess MSP responded to the invitation offering to share the 

consultation dates on Ariane’s social media, as did Cllr David Fraser. A representative of Tim Eagle 
MSP and Cllr Chris Ballance also responded to confirm receipt of the invitation. 

 
4.8 A website for the Proposed Development (Appendix 3) was created, which can be accessed at the 

following address: www.fieldknocknagael.co.uk. The website includes an overview of the 
Proposed Development, details of consultation events, copies of all brochures and information 
boards that were available at the consultation events for those that could not attend, a contact 
email address and feedback form. 
 

4.9 A brochure and invitation (Appendix 4) were sent out on 16th April 2024 to 490 addresses (see 
Appendix 5 for postal distribution area) inviting them to the two public consultation events on 

http://www.fieldknocknagael.co.uk/
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Tuesday 30th April 2024 and Tuesday 28th May 2024 at Dores Village Hall, Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR 
from 2pm-7pm.  
 

4.10 Field advertised the public consultation events in a local newspaper (Appendix 6). The first 
public consultation event was advertised in the Inverness Courier on the 19th April 2024. The 
second public consultation event was advertised in the Inverness Courier on the 17th May 2024. 

 
4.11 Attendees were made aware that pre-application consultation does not remove their right or 

the potential need to comment on the final application once it is made to the planning authority. 
Attendees were informed that details of how to comment on the final application would be made 
available via the project website. 

 
First Public Consultation Event 
 
4.12 The first public consultation event was held on Tuesday 30th April 2024 at Dores Village Hall, 

Dores, Inverness IV2 6TR from 2pm-7pm. Nine display boards were presented, including 

information about Field, an indicative site plan and information about the assessments being 

undertaken to inform the planning application (see Appendix 7).  

 

4.13 The first consultation event was scheduled to take place early in the development 

programme, ahead of technical assessments and a Field defining a fixed layout so that 

stakeholders could have a meaningful input into the design.   

 
4.14 Figure 2 below shows a copy of the simple layout which was presented on the information 

boards. A detailed layout plan was also presented for discussion in A3 printed format. 
  

Figure 2: Simple layout presented at the first Public Consultation Event 
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4.15 A total of 15 people attended the first consultation event. 

 
4.16 The feedback at the first consultation event can be summarised as follows: 

 

• Positive feedback regarding Field’s long-term role in acquiring, developing, and 
maintaining the proposal; 

• Positive feedback regarding the site of the Proposed Development and its proximity to 
the existing Knocknagael substation; 

• Concerns about Field’s previous experience constructing battery projects;  

• Interest and queries about broader community benefits;  

• Concerns about safety and fire risk; 

• Concerns about noise, particularly for residents to the west of the site;  

• Concerns about visual impacts from the proposal; and  

• Concerns over traffic/road conditions 
 
Second Public Consultation Event 
 
4.17 The second public consultation event was held on Tuesday 28th May 2024 at Dores Village 

Hall, from 2pm-7pm.  
 
4.18 All political stakeholders (Appendix 2) were contacted again on 23rd May 2024 to invite them 

to the second consultation event. Cllr Jackie Hendry and Tim Eagle MSP responded to inform Field 
they were unable to attend. Dores and Essich Community Council also responded to confirm 
receipt of the invitation. 

 

4.19 In response to the feedback received at the first consultation event, additional display boards 

were presented at the second event (Appendix 8). These additional boards included 4 new boards 

with information which had been requested at the first consultation event, as well as an updated 

layout board (replacing the one presented at the first event). An updated FAQ board was also 

produced to replace that presented at the first event, alongside one new additional FAQ board. 

These updates highlighted the design changes which had been made to the application following 

design progression, ongoing engagement with relevant authorities, as well as the feedback 

received at the first consultation event.  

 

4.20 In summary, these additional boards included: 

• Field's construction experience in the Highlands at Field Auchteraw, and Field’s further 

experience managing battery sites at Field Oldham and Field Gerrards Cross; 

• Fire safety management of battery energy storage systems; 

• Updated FAQs regarding the need for battery energy storage systems, how these help 

Scotland, how noise is assessed and managed, and site security; 

• What Field’s batteries will look like, including a detailed Landscaping Plan; and 

• How Field will manage the construction process, including preferred vehicle routing and 

details of the Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) and the Construction 

Traffic Management Plan (CTMP).  

 
4.21 A total of 7 people attended the second consultation event. 

 
4.22 The feedback at the second consultation event can be summarised as follows: 
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• Questions and concerns raised on visual impact for nearby receptors; 

• Questions and concerns raised on traffic impacts on pedestrians and cyclists; 

• Questions raised over planning process and consent regime compared to 
residential/commercial development in the area under TCPA process. 

 

Figure 3: Landscaping Plan presented at the second Public Consultation Event 
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5. Consultation Feedback 
 
Feedback forms and online questionnaire 
 
5.1 Two completed feedback forms were received from attendees following the events. The results 

are presented below.  
 

5.2 The feedback form included two multiple choice tick box questions and a space for additional 
comments.  

Question one: Has this brochure been helpful in understanding our proposal? 

 

YES NO NO ANSWER 

2 0 0 

 

Question two: With regards to the proposals you have read about within this brochure, are you:  

IN FAVOUR IN OBJECTION OF NO OPINION 

1 1 0 

 
 
Question three: Additional comments 
 
5.3 Both feedback forms contained additional comments. Appendix 9 contains those comments in 

full, in addition to Field’s response.  
 
5.4 Overall feedback was mixed, with both respondents finding the brochure and information 

provided on the proposals to be useful. One respondent was in favour of the proposal, citing the 
‘right’ location in proximity to the substation, while one respondent was in opposition to the 
proposal due to ‘not enough compensation’ for local residents. 

 
Summary of feedback and Field’s response 
 
5.5 Feedback received during the consultation process for the Proposed Development has provided 

Field with an understanding of the key concerns of the local community. The key issues raised 
and a summary of how Field has addressed these issues is provided below. 

 

Key Issues Raised Response 

Concerns about 
noise, particularly 
for residents to 
the west of the 
site 

 

Field has undertaken detailed noise modelling to identify the level of potential 
noise impacts associated with the Proposed Development. This has included 
engagement with The Highland Council’s Environmental Health Officer (EHO) 
to agree suitable noise levels to ensure no adverse impacts.  To respond to 
concerns from neighbours along the site’s western boundary, 4-metre-high 
acoustic barriers are proposed around the western BESS compound and the 
high voltage transformers to further reduce noise impacts. Following this 
mitigation, the required noise levels for the site, as agreed with the EHO can 
be met.  
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Concerns about 
whether Field has 
appropriate 
experience 
constructing BESS 
assets 

Field prepared an information board for the second event which provided an 
overview of Field’s experience in the Highlands, including the construction of 
their 50 MW battery near Fort Augustus. The information board also provided 
an overview of Field’s operational assets in Oldham and Gerrards Cross. 

Concerns about 
visual impacts 
from the proposal 

Field prepared a landscaping plan to be presented at the second consultation 
event. In response to the concerns of the residents to the west of the Proposed 
Development, dense landscaping treatments have been proposed along the 
site's western boundary to further reduce visual impact for nearby residential 
receptors. 

A simple, linear landscaping bund was presented at the first event. Following 

feedback, further design work was undertaken to improve the articulation of 

the landscaping bund so that it better aligns with the existing landform, 

including the proposed planting of native trees and scrub.  

A second bund, including native planting, is also proposed along the eastern 

boundary to screen views from the road, following feedback about the use of 

Biorraid Road by cyclists.  

Concerns about 

construction 

traffic and 

impacts of 

construction on 

road conditions 

At the second event, an additional information board was presented which 
outlined the proposed construction route and detailed how Field will manage 
and mitigate construction-related impacts through the preparation of an 
Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan and Construction 
Environmental Management Plan. 

 

The CTMP will include requirements for pre-construction surveys of the 
existing road network to assess its suitability to accommodate construction 
traffic, detail any improvements that may be necessary, and measures to 
ensure the road is re-instated to a suitable condition following construction.    

Questions about 
the need for 
batteries and the 
associated 
economics 

Field provided new FAQs at the second consultation event about the need for 

battery energy storage systems and how these help Scotland’s energy security. 

Field was also able to answer questions about the role of batteries within the 

broader electricity market, including the storage of renewable energy and the 

provision of voltage support functions. 

In response to these queries, Field has undertaken further work to provide a 

robust and comprehensive ‘Needs Case’ section within the Planning 

Statement. 

Concerns about 
the risks of fire 
and safety 
management 
measures 

In response to these concerns, Field provided an additional information board 

about fire safety at the second public consultation event. This outlined the fire 

safety measures integrated into battery specifications and design and 

emergency response measures, all of which would be implemented in 

accordance with an approved Battery Safety Management Plan. 
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Concerns about 
site security and 
lighting 

In response to these concerns, an additional FAQ was added to the information 

boards for the second consultation event which identifies security 

management measures, including CCTV, 24/7 monitoring, and security 

fencing. 

In response to further concerns about the amenity impacts of security lighting, 

additional information will be included within the planning application 

regarding the location and height of lighting columns and operational 

measures to ensure lighting does not impact surrounding residents. 

 

6. Conclusion 
 
6.1 Overall feedback was mixed, with both respondents finding the brochure and information 

provided on the proposals to be useful. One respondent was in favour of the proposal, citing the 
‘right’ location in proximity to the substation, while one respondent was in opposition to the 
proposal due to ‘not enough compensation’ for local residents. 
 

6.2 Field ensured that the concerns and questions of the local community were addressed through 
the provision of additional information at the second consultation event, as well as detailing 
further on the ongoing impact assessments in areas of concern. 

 
6.3 Figure 4 below reflects the final layout plan that will accompany the planning application, which 

has been informed by feedback received during the pre-application consultation process. 
 

Figure 4: Final Site Layout Plan 
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7. Appendices 
 

• Appendix 1: Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) 

• Appendix 2: List of contacted stakeholders 

• Appendix 3: Field Knocknagael website  

• Appendix 4: Local resident invite brochure 

• Appendix 5: Local resident invite brochure distribution area 

• Appendix 6: Public consultation event newspaper adverts 

• Appendix 7: First consultation event boards 

• Appendix 8: Second consultation event boards 

• Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form and Applicant’s response 
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Appendix 1: Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) 
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Appendix 2: List of stakeholders contacted 
 

Name Position 

Cllr Raymond Bremner Leader of the Council 

Cllr Ken Gowans Chair, Economy and Infrastructure Committee 
Cllr Karl Rosie Chair, Climate Change Committee 

Cllr Alasdair Christie Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward) 

Cllr Jackie Hendry Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward) 
Cllr Andrew Mackintosh Site Ward Councillor (Inverness Ness-Side Ward) 

Cllr Chris Ballance Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch 
Ness Ward) 

Cllr Helen Crawford Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch 
Ness Ward) 

Cllr David Fraser Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch 
Ness Ward) 

Cllr Emma Knox Neighbouring Ward Councillor (Aird and Loch 
Ness Ward) 

Drew Hendry Site MP (Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and 
Strathspey) 

Fergus Ewing Site MSP (Inverness and Nairn) 

Kate Forbes Neighbouring MSP (Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch) 

Douglas Ross Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Edward Mountain Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Rhoda Grant Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 
Tim Eagle Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Ariane Burgess Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Jamie Halcro Johnston Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Emma Roddick Regional List MSP (Highlands and Islands) 

Dores and Essich Community Council Site Community Council 

Lochardil and Drummond Community Council Neighbouring Community Council 

Slackbuie Community Council Neighbouring Community Council 

Inverness West Community Council Neighbouring Community Council 

Strathnairn Community Council Neighbouring Community Council 

 



Field Knocknagael 
Pre-Application Consultation Report 

June 2024 18 

Appendix 3: Field Knocknagael Website  
Home Page  
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Proposal Page  
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Public Consultation Page  
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FAQs Page  
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Documents Page 
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Contact Page  
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Appendix 4: Local resident invite brochure 
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Appendix 5: Local resident invite brochure distribution area  
 

A brochure and invite (Appendix 4) for the public consultation event was sent out on 16th April 2024 
to 590 addresses.  
 
 

Appendix 6: Public consultation event newspaper adverts 
 

 
The advert above was posted in the Inverness Courier on the 19th April 2024. 
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The advert above was posted in the Inverness Courier on the 17th May 2024. 
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Appendix 7: First consultation event boards 
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Appendix 8: Second consultation event boards 
The boards below were presented at the second event, and include a number presented at the first 
event (Appendix 7).  
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Appendix 9: Comments received via feedback form question 3 and 
Applicant’s response.  
 

COMMENTS RECEIVED APPLICANT’S RESPONSE 

The company taking the project from cradle to 
grave is a massive plus. The location is where these 
projects should be. 

Field thanks the respondent for their comment. 

Not enough compensation to local community for 
extra traffic, environmental impact, offsetting CO2 
on construction, wildlife etc 

While community benefit is not considered a 
material planning consideration, Field are 
currently working with the National Schools 
Partnership to deliver a community-based 
programme in local schools to educate students 
about the work that varying jobs that exist in 
renewable energy, as well as encouraging and 
equipping young people to explore careers in 
these sectors. 

To maximise benefits for the local area, Field 
will continue to work closely with residents and 
its key stakeholders to understand the specific 
needs and priorities of the community in 
relation to skills and education to ensure the 
schools programme is meaningful, impactful 
and relevant to the local community. 

It is also noted that potential impacts relating to 
transport and the environment will be managed 
via an approved Construction Traffic 
Management Plan and Construction 
Environment Management Plan; and measures 
will be in place to ensure local biodiversity 
quality is enhanced in the long-term. 
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